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in the Sacred Swamamukhi. As luck would have it, they
beheld at a distance a lofty mountain peak amidst a thick
forest. On seeing this a radiance dawned upon the faces of
Mayura and his purohit And his purohit experienced a
strange tranqulity. The purohit exclaimed with joy. "This
mountain must be Dhashina Kailasa the cosmic form of
Lord Siva. It has several Siva lingas in it and the very sight
of it ensures tranquility and bliss". As they marched towards
the mountain they lost sight of it. They found themselves
amidst a thick forest.
They struggled hard to find their way out. Paramasiva
wanted to test their sincerity and steadfastness. He
summoned his rare Shakti (Maya) called Ajay and gave him
neccesary instructions. Suddenly they saw at a distance a
huge elephant rushing towards them trumpeting furiously.
It swirled the branches of the trees and trampled every thing
on its way. It looked fierce like Rudra at a time of Pralaya.
Chandraka was mortally afraid. He thought that a clever
man should somehow save his life in the face of such a
danger and instantly decided to run away. Abandoning
his trusted companion he bolted away with some of the
money and precious stones of Mayura. On the other hand
Mayura stood there calmly and offered his prostations to
the fierce elephant. By the time he opened his eyes after
prayer the elephant disappeared.
In its place stood an old brahmin with three lines of
vibhudhi smeared on several parts of his body. He wore a
white dhoti and holy beads of rudrakshas. His face was
calm, with a smile dancing on his lips. Mayura saluted him
and said, "O revered one I have never seen you before. On
seeing you I obtain peace of mind. I am a brahmin of Kerala
who has committed several sins. In my greed I have killed
my father and several other innocent persons. I have a lot
of money. At the behest of my purohit I have takfcn bath
in several teerthas and made gifts to brahmins. On reaching